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Record of 
Petrus Paulus Schwegler 

Brother of Joseph Schwegler 
 
Born: June 17, 1820; Wolhusen, Canton Lucerne 

Switzerland 
Father: Petrus Schwegler 
Mother: Barbara Meier 
Immigrated:   July 20, 1863; New York, New York 
Military Service:  Company D, 47th Illinois Infantry (Union) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The S.S. Hansa, mastered by H. L. Von Santen, of Bremen sailed from 
Breman, Germany, via Southhampton, England to arrive in New York on July 20, 
1863.  Peter Schwegler, brother of our patriarch, was one of her passengers, 
traveling in steerage, who then entered this country at the Port of New York.  A 
transcription of the record indicates that Peter was traveling along with the 
Joseph Schwegler family.  A copy of that transcription follows: 
 
Joseph Schwegler, age 34, male, no occupation given, origin – Wohlhausen, no 
destination given, sailed as a passenger in steerage accompanied by: 
Anna Schwegler, age 24, female 
Julius Schwegler, age 4, male 
Francis Schwegler, age 1, male 
Peter Schwegler, age 45, male 
Catharine Graninger, age 24, female 
 
 When the family left the city of New York they went directly to the County 
of Fayette in the state of Illinois.  Family tradition has consistently claimed that 
they settled in or near the village of Centralia that became the county seat in 
later years.  We don’t know the attraction of that region, except that it was mostly 
prime farm land.  No official record has ever been found of their existence in this 
area, other than the family tradition handed down orally.  At long last Virginia 
Mae Schwegler, a granddaughter of Joseph captured, and subsequently 
transcribed this tradition to be included in the family history. 
 Our next record of Peter Schwegler chronicles the only record of our 
immediate family being involved in the American Civil War.  After the war “fever” 
wore off, a couple of years had passed and men were needed to fill the ranks of 
the Union army; a military draft was instituted.  As probably would be expected 
when men of means were involved, or if a certain business man or important 
individual was drafted who could afford it and find a candidate; a substitute could 
be hired to replace them.  Our Peter Schwegler was hired as a substitute for one 
of these men and enlisted in his place in Company D, 47th Illinois Infantry.  The 
record shows this individual as Peter Schwigler, a minor spelling error. 
 



SCHA - Schwegler, Peter Page 2 of 5 9-Nov-18   

Record of 
Petrus Paulus Schwegler 

Brother of Joseph Schwegler 
 
 Since the Schwegler family probably arrived in Illinois sometime in the late 
summer or early fall I think we can assume that Peter didn’t join his military 
company until about the time that they returned from the Mississippi campaign 
that capitured w  the city of Vicksburg.  That is where we will take up their history. 
From 47th Illinois Infantry Histroy: 
 
In the Middle of November, 1863, the Regiment moved up the river to Memphis, 
Tenn., and from there to Lagrange, Tenn. Guarding the Memphis and Charleston 
line of railroad.  A portion of the time, however, was occupied scouting after the 
rebel General Forrest’s command. 
 
On the 26th of January, 1864, left Lagrange and arrived at Memphis, January 28. 
 
February 1, embarked on board steamer for Vicksburg, where it arrived February 
3 and went into camp at Black River Bridge, 12 miles from Vicksburg.  February 
23, marched to Canton, Miss.  Returned to Black River March 3, and to 
Vicksburg March 7, where it embarked March 10, on board steamer Mars, for the 
Red River expedition.  Was present at the capture of Fort DeRussy, La., March 
14. 
 
Participated in the battle of Pleasant Hill, La., April 9, 1864.  During this 
expedition the Regiment was under fire several times and endured many severe 
hardships. 
 
On the 22nd of May, the Regiment arrived, with General Smith’s command, at 
Vicksburg, having been for nearly three months engaged in as tedious and 
fatiguing a campaign as has ever fallen to the lot of any army to undergo. 
 
June 5, Regiment embarked for Memphis.  Moved up river to Lake Chicot, 
disembarked, moved inland, and came in contact with a force of the enemy 
under General Marmaduke, who was defeated and completely routed.  Regiment 
lost 11 men killed and quite a number wounded.  Major Miles received almost a 
fatal shot in the neck and Captain Biser was killed. 
 
Regiment then proceeded to Memphis and accompanied General A.J. Smith to 
Tupelo, Miss. With the exception of the men who had re-enlisted, numbering 
about one hundred, who left the Regiment at Moscow, Tenn., and went to Illinois 
on veteran furlough 
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Record of 

Petrus Paulus Schwegler 
Brother of Joseph Schwegler 

 
From 47th Illinois Infantry History 
 
The veterans returned to the Regiment on the 8th day of August, and, with the 
Regiment accompanied General A. J. Smith’s expedition to Oxford, Miss.  
Returned to Memphis, August 27, 1864.  The original term of service of the 
Regiment having expired, it was ordered to Springfield, Ill., where it was finally 
discharged on the 11th of October, 1864. 
 
The veterans and recruits of the Regiment, numbering about 196 men, left 
Memphis, September 2, 1864, under command of Lieutenants Edward Bonham 
and Royal Olmstead, accompanying General Mower’s expedition up White River, 
to Brownsville, Ark., and from there marched north into Missouri, after the rebel 
General Price’s army, which was raiding in that State. 
 
Arrived at Cape Girardeau, Mo., October 4, and took steamer for Jefferson City, 
October 6 arriving at Jefferson City on the 15th; thence moved by rail, to 
Otterville, thence marched to Warrensburg, where it arrived October 26.  Left 
Warrensburg, by rail, for St. Louis, November 2d; arrived at St. Louis on the 4th.  
From St. Louis, the veteran detachment was ordered to Chicago, Ill., on the 9th 
November 1964, to assist in quelling any riot, should there be any, on the day of 
election.  Their services not being required, they were ordered to report to the 
Superintendent of Recruiting Service, at Springfield, Ill., and were stationed at 
Camp Butler, where, on the 28th of November, it received 200 drafted men, and 
a Battalion of four full companies was organized, and Lieutenant Bonham 
commissioned as Major, and Lieutenant Olmstead commissioned a Captain of 
Co. A.  On the 3d day of December, the command was ordered to the field, 
reporting, by way of St. Louis, to General Rosecrans.  At St. Louis the order was 
modified, and its destination changed to Louisville, Ky.  From there it was 
ordered to Bowling Green, Ky., where it remained until January 27, 1865, when it 
moved by rail, to Nashville.  From Nashville, down the Cumberland and up the 
Tennessee River, to Eastport, Miss., where it rejoined its Old Brigade – Second 
Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, accompanying it to New Orleans; 
thence to Mobile Bay, taking part in the reduction of Spanish Fort. 
 
While laying in front of Spanish Fort, six additional companies arrived from 
Springfield, Ill., making the organization once more complete. 
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Record of 

Petrus Paulus Schwegler 
Brother of Joseph Schwegler 

 
After the fall of Mobile, the Regiment marched with the Sixteenth Corps to 
Montgomery, Ala. where it arrived April 25, 1865.  December 31, 1865, the 
Regiment was stationed at Selma, Ala. 
 
Mustered out January 21, 1866, at Selma, Ala., and ordered to Springfield, Ill., 
where it received final pay and discharge. 
 
Of course we don’t know just when Peter Schwegler joined the Regiment, or if he 
made all of the movements and marches in that segment of their history. But 
thanks to the generosity of historians and interested Illinois people we know that 
it is quite possible he did. 
  

Next we find our relative declaring his allegiance with the United States of 
America and seeking citizenship.  There is a record of a Peter Schwegler 
applying for citizenship in the State of Illinois in 1866.  He was most likely in the 
Union army by then and apparently didn’t follow up with that application.  The 
following was transcribed from the Circuit Court record as referenced: 
 
Gasconade County, Missouri Circuit Court, Book “C”, Page 736 
 
 Peter Schwegler, a native of Switzerland, who applies to be admitted a 
citizen of the United States, comes and proves to the satisfaction of the Court 
that he has resided in the United States at least one year, previous to this 
application, during which time he has conducted himself as a man of good moral 
character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States and 
well despaired to the good order and happiness of the same and the Court 
moreover being satisfied that said applicant has enlisted in the army of the 
United States and has been honorably discharged from the service of the United 
States and he declaring here in open court, upon oath, that he will support the 
Constitution of the United States, and that he doth absolutely renounce and 
abjure forever all allegiances and fidelity to every foreign Power, Prince, State 
and Sovereignty whatever and particularly to the Republic of Switzerland of 
whom he is a subject, therefore the said Peter Schwegler is admitted a citizen of 
the United States. 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me thus April 23, 1867 
(Signed) J.E. England, Clerk” 
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Record of 

Petrus Paulus Schwegler 
Brother of Joseph Schwegler 

 
 
 There is only one more record or reference to be found, in the most 
commonly used sources that could possibly be our relative.  In the 1870 Federal 
Census a Peter Schwegler is found to be residing with a Westerhaus family and 
working as a Laborer in Freedom Township of Lafayette County, Missouri.  His 
nearest Post Office is Concordia.  If this is our man the age on the census record 
is incorrect, being given as 35 years rather than a more accurate age if about 50 
years. The age record also looks like it could have been “doctored” a little bit. 
The record also states the Mr. Schwegler is from Wurttenberg, a common 
mistake made by many people. 
 
 So this ends our record of our relative Peter Schwegler late of 
Wohlhausen, Switzerland.  We don’t know if he ever married, had children, or 
even what happened to him, except that I’m sure he went the way of all mankind, 
his spirit returning to God who gave it and the body to the dust of the ground. 
 
 
 
Sources: Passenger Manfest of the Bremen S.S. Hansa, District of New 

York, Port of New York dated July 20, 1863. 
 Peter Schwegler – Civil War Service – Martin W. Johnson, 

Belvedere Civil War Historian 
 Illinois State Archives, Illinois Civil War Muster and Descriptive 

Rolls; 47th Illinois Infantry, IL Secretary of State 
Gasconade County Circuit Court, Books "C" Page 73 
Petrus Paulus Schwegler – Birth Date, Location, Parents – 
Wolhusen Births, Swiss Archives; Family Search.org, provided by 
Tonya Ferguson 


